


oAciﬁc Lutheran University, entering its Centennial Year, enjoys the distinc-
tion of being the largest independent undergraduate liberal arts institution in the Pacific
Northwest. With 4,000 students, the University is small enough to provide each student a
personalized education, yet large enough to offer an array of both liberal arts and
professional programs.

“Grand Century” is an example of the quality of excellent performance and teaching
offered at PLU. Nationally recognized for his recordings and concert tours, David Dahl,
AA.G.O, i1sa 1960 PLU alumnus. He 1s Professor of Music, and head of the Church
Music and Organ Performance programs at PLU. A strong contributor to the arts
community, David consistently enriches the lives of music lovers on the campus, in the
area, and across the country. I enthusiastically recommend “Grand Century.”

William O. Rieke, PLU President

d;rt of organ building in Europe reached a zenith during the 17th and 18th
centuries. Uniquely different traditions of sounds and repertoire developed side by side.
This album presents a sampling from German, French, Italian and English organ music
from this “golden period” of the late Baroque Era. The Brombaugh organ at Christ
Church Parish, Episcopal, Tacoma, Washington, contains all of the critical tonal
elements needed to bring this colorful organ literature alive with a compelling
authenticity, not the least of which is a fine reverberant acoustic.

David Dabl

@)mbaugh’s Opus 22 (one of the first three projects built by John
Brombaugh & Associates after moving to their new location in the Pacific Northwest
City of Eugene, Oregon) is located in a quite remarkable awarding-winning modern
church. The majority of the pipes were made in Holland by the Stinkens firm, and the
builder made all the reeds and special pipes that include the use of a hammered high
(98%) lead alloy — something common in historic organbuilding throughout Europe,
but an art lost in recent centuries. The result gives a more human “vocale” sound to the
organ that has been emulated by many contemporary organbuilders.

The stop list of the organ shows a strong historic North German/Dutch influence
that 1s, of course, helpful for the typical service useage in at Christ Church. But it is



definitely a “contemporary” organ fitted to modern needs and includes certain sounds

that are more “romantic” than often heard today.

To accent the ability to play all organ music well, Christ Church’s organ is tuned in
the temperament that contemporary scholar, Herbert Anton Kellner, developed fromJ.S.
Bach’s ideas.

John Brombaugh

Organ by John Brombaugh & Associates, Opus 22, 1979; enlarged, 1989.
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